The treatment of pulmonary aspergilloma.
Aspergillomas are fungal balls within lung cavities. The natural history of patients affected is variable. Hemoptysis is a dangerous sequela. Factors associated with a poor prognosis have been defined and therapy is difficult because of the lack of a blood supply. Randomized trials are lacking. Surgical treatment is definitive but many patients are ineligible. Percutaneous therapy and bronchial artery embolization is appropriate for some patients and itraconazole has produced favorable results in several studies.